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“Plans fail with no counsel, but with many counselors they succeed.” (Proverbs 15:22, CEB) 

 
Proverbs are statements given for the education of children. The writers looked for no-nonsense phrasing 

that children could hear plainly and understand. The statements usually have a way of the fool and the way of the 
wise put side-by-side for the purpose of showing the difference between them. The intrinsic lesson was that folly 
leads to death and wisdom to life. 

We may not be a child as referenced by our birth certificate. We can, however, be pulled into childish ways 
of thinking or seek an easier way out that may turn out to be foolish instead of wise. We can read Proverbs, even as 
an adult, and learn from them. The proverb above can be essential for us, the church, today as we seek a plan for 
moving toward living our mission of Believe, Receive, and Respond and as our discipleship grows. 

Our current sermon series is entitled, “Joining the Team”. A team is called individuals who come together 
for a common effort. As the church, we are seeking the direction God is calling First UMC Mocksville. There are 
groups discerning where they hear God call. Leaders are visioning and planning. I would like to invite you to join 
the team and discuss your wise counsel for planning and visioning for First UMC Mocksville.  

There are “Roundtable” Discussion groups scheduled monthly from February – May, 2023. They are all on 
Tuesdays at both 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. The dates are February 28, March 14, April 11, and May 16. During 
these discussion groups there will be some planned and scripted questions about discipleship and how we can live 
into the mission we have established. There will also be a time of Q&A for asking questions you may have. We 
will begin these meetings at the church in the Family Life Center Conference Room. 

Last year I invited you to join me for coffee or ice cream and a time of conversations. Those provided fruit-
ful reflection and ideas. While the ideas and plans have not been fully completed, they helped shape some of our 
work and time together this fall and winter. My prayer is for this time to be helpful and fruitful as well for facilitat-
ing our plans to Believe, Receive, and Respond to our community as we strengthen our discipleship. 

In the coming weeks, the dates and times for the Roundtable Discussion will be in the Newsletter and bulle-
tins. You will be able to sign up for the date and time you wish to attend. I look forward to a time of discussion and 
discernment. 

 
Let us pray: Uniting God, we are often faced with multiple opportunities for serving you and being your 

disciple. We ask that you help direct your church in the way we can serve you and share the name of Christ in our 
community. Give us ears to hear, and hearts to listen to you and one another. In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Grace and Peace, 

Lori Anne 
  



 

  

 

 From the Desk of Rev. Hannah Smith 
 Hi friends, 
 
My hope is that 2023 is allowing you to experience God’s presence in both 
new and familiar ways. Maybe you are starting a new book or working 
through a new devotional. Maybe you are feeling the warmth of God’s love 
as the sun shines through your favorite window, just as it always has. 
 
And here we are, together, as First UMC, experiencing God in both new and 
familiar ways. If you purchased a t-shirt from the youth’s fundraiser, you 
probably noticed the words “Believe. Receive. Respond” circling “First 
UMC Mocksville” like a rising sun. You know these words – they are the 
verbs of our mission statement. We say this mission statement every week in 
worship, to guide who we are and what we do as the body of Christ. The 
words of this mission statement are familiar to us. The ways God calls us to 
live out this mission are new, just as God’s mercies are new every morning 
(Lamentations 3: 22-23).  
 
We are greeted with the familiar. We are greeted with the new.  We are 
greeted by Christ. 
 
The past few weeks, the youth have been reflecting on First UMC’s mission 
statement. What does this mission statement mean for the youth here and 
now, and how can they practically live it out? Through the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, this is what we dreamed up: 
 

The mission First United Methodist Church 
 

⬤    YOUTH  EDITION   ⬤ 
 

is to believe in Jesus Christ as Lord 
we will spend time in devotion, prayer, and worship 

 
to receive the power of the Holy Spirit  

we will support each other in loving, fun-filled community 
 

and to respond to the needs of others with the love of God the Father  
we will regularly engage in service experiences 

 
The “we will” statements allow the youth to be faithful in believing, receiv-
ing, and responding, all while being open to the many ways God will speak 
to them.  
 
Two requests: 

1. Will you pray for our youth and for this mission statement to focus the 
group’s energy? 
Will you be open to hear how God is speaking to us, as a church, at this very 
time in this very place? Will you be open to hear how God is speaking to you 
at this very time in this very place?  
 
We are greeted with the familiar. We are greeted with the new.  We are 
greeted by Christ and catch this good news…Christ invites us in! 
 
Prayer (from Body Connections: Body-Based Spiritual Care by Michael 
S. Koppel, p. 41) 
 
God of Life, 
You create us as blessed, embodied beings and help us grow from uncon-
scious to conscious life. Let us not squander our lives in frivolous pursuit of 
empty self-images and instead see our purpose in your image. Open our 
hearts with gratitude to engage as hospitable participants in our lives and 
communities. Companion us as we wake to wonder and call us forth in 
peace. Inspire us to embrace ourselves and one another in loving care. 
Amen. 
 

Peace, 
Pastor Hannah 
 

 
 
 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
First UMC Preschool is absolutely thriving! We have been hard at 

work and play each day with the children. We are so thankful that 
we have again been able to open our doors for parents, grandpar-

ents, and library visits again. Our preschoolers have also been able 
to join in once a month with Pastor Hannah for a special Chapel 
service. It's hard to believe but we are now entering enrollment 

season. Current students, their siblings, and members of First 
UMC Mocksville will be able to enroll for 2023-2024 preschool 

starting February 20th. If you are interested in your child attending 
next year, please be sure to reach out to Katie. Enrollment for the 

public will open March 1st. Our spots fill up quickly! We can't 
wait to finish strong with this school year and ask for your contin-
ued support and prayers as we continue to navigate our education 

in academics and faith. 

Katie Allen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The church-wide Lenten Sunday School will begin on February 26 
and will be held in the FLC. If you do not attend Sunday School 
but would like to attend the church-wide study, please let the 

church office know by February 5, 2023 so that we can order 
enough books for everyone.  

 

 

 

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN    
Sunday, 2/12 at 7:30 AM Fellowship Hall  

 
 

WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP MEALS 
 

2/15/23  5:30 PM  
There will be a fellowship spaghetti supper on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 15th at 5:30pm. This is a fundraiser for Stuart Robinson's Ea-

gle Scout Project, which is constructing an outdoor Gaga Ball Pit 
at South Davie Middle School. 

2/22/23  5:30 PM 
The Youth will host an Ash Wednesday dinner on 2/22 in the 

Family Life Center.  The meal will be followed by the Ash 
Wednesday Service, also in the Family Life Center. 

 
A LOOK AHEAD 

CHILI COOK-OFF    Wednesday MARCH 29 
The Missions Committee will host the Chili Cook-off on 3/29/23. 

5:30 PM  Family Life Center 
Please call Donna Henderson for more information   336.749.8815 

Proceeds will go to A Storehouse for Jesus. 
. 

 

 

        



 

Thank you for your generous financial 
support.  Your ongoing gifts are vital to 
the ministries of FUMC!   

 

Give not from the bottom of your purse,  
but from the bottom of your heart.      

                           
                               Dec ’22            YTD ’22                      
Tithes/Offerings  $60,427         $512,005 
Memorials                3,000               6,835 
W/S Foundation       2,682           10,728 
Other Income              490              8,959 
Total Income          66,599         538,527  
Expenses               -41,979       -563,244 
Total                      +24,620       -  24,717 

Feb. 03  Bob Bromley 
Feb  08  Elise Greco 
Feb. 09  Charlotte Anderson 
  Sara Seaford          
Feb. 11  Terri Butcher 
  Johnny Miller 
Feb. 14  Joe Butzbach 
                          Kathy Curry 
Feb. 16  Jean Evans 

Feb. 17  Mary Hendricks  
Feb. 21  Meg Brewer 
  Ellie Prillaman 
Feb. 22  Beth Edwards 
                          Dessie Vogler 
Feb. 24  Tommy Dunn 
Feb. 25  Tiffany Evans 
Feb. 28  Don Routh 

 

 

 

Ann Stayer 

PO Box 333 

256 North Carolina Circle 

Mocksville NC 27028 

 
Madeline Shelton 
153 Woodhaven Drive 
Mocksville NC 27028 

Mary Lou Musselman 
113 Cedar Ridge Rd. 
Mocksville NC 27028 
 
Jean Shelton 
Bermuda Commons 
Room # 508 
316 NC Hwy 801 
Advance NC 27006 

Elmer Stoneman 
10 Luftee Lane 
Holly Springs NC 27540 
 
Ron Cotterman 
150 Ken Dwiggins Dr. 
Room 217 
Mocksville NC 27028 
 
Billie Bean 
150 Ken Dwiggins Dr. 
Room 110 
Mocksville NC 27028 
 
Christine Woodruff 
c/o Davie Rehab Rm. 205 
498 Madison Rd. 
Mocksville NC 27028 

Molly Jo McClamrock 
Bermuda Commons 
Room # 403 
316 NC Hwy 801 
Advance NC 27006 
 
Wanda Bryant 
150 Ken Dwiggins Drive 
Room 107 
Mocksville NC 27028 
 

  

He’s got the whole world in His hands, 
He’s got the big, round world in His hands, 
He’s got the whole world in His hands, 
He’s got the whole world in His hands. 
 
I love all kinds of music. A little jazz, a bit of classical, lots of traditional 
hymns, throw in some classic rock and a tiny bit of pop…and the list contin-
ues. Some music I like to listen to, some I like to dance to, some I just love to 
sing. And when it comes to singing, Spirituals are some of my favorites. 
From “Give Me Jesus” to “They Led My Lord Away”, Spirituals touch me in 
a way that no other music does. I am in awe of their directness, touched by 
their intensity, and fascinated by their history. Born of a tragic time in our 
nation’s history, they speak to strength that most of us can only imagine. 
They demonstrate trust in our Lord that is inspiring, even if we ourselves 
have never experienced the harsh life of those that originally sang these 
words. They represent one of the worst times in our history, but one of the 
most beautiful examples of strength through faith.  
 
Over the years, as the songs were passed down from generation to generation, 
the words changed, the melodies were altered, but the spirit of the song 
stayed the same. In fact, one of the best parts of singing Spirituals, is that a 
slight alteration of the words is perfectly acceptable, as demonstrated in 
“He’s Got the Whole World In His Hands”. It was first notated in Edward 
Boatner’s collection of Spirituals Triumphant Old and New,  published in 
1927. What started in the homes and fields became a Concert Hall standard, 
then moved into church congregations, and now is a beloved children's song. 
The original six stanzas indicated that God…. "had the whole world, all the 
power, my mother, my father, fishes in the sea, and the whole church in His 
hand”. Quite an interesting assortment, don’t you think? As the song gained 
popularity, stanzas were added such as, “little bitty baby, you and me, sister, 
you and me, brother, the sun and the moon, the wind and the rain….” and the 
list goes on. The words have changed, but the meaning is still the same. We 
are in God’s Hands. No matter who we are, what we are, or where we are, 
God’s got this. And isn’t it interesting that after all these years, with the 
world changing and progressing as it has, it is still our strength and faith in 
God, just as it was so many years ago, that is the common bond that keeps us 
all going through the difficult times, together, in His Hands.  
 
He’s got First United Methodist in His hands, 
He’s got First United Methodist in His hands, 
He’s got First United Methodist in His hands, 
He’s got the whole world in His hands.            Lou Wilson, Director of Music 

Lou’s Lines 

 Margaret Shew 
By Don & Sarah Wood 



 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

310 N Main Street 
Mocksville NC 27028 
Phone: (336) 751-2503 
www.firstumcmocksville.org 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
310 N. MAIN STREET | MOCKSVILLE, NC 27028 

www.firstumcmocksville.org 

Rev. Lori Anne Bowen 
Senior Pastor 
336.751.2503 X 2224 
Cell:  828-292-2534 
lbowen@wnccumc.net  
lorianne@firstumcmocksville.org 

  
 

Rev. Hannah Smith 
Associate Pastor 
336.751.2503 X 2225 
hannah@firstumcmocksville.org 
 
Teresa Lakey 
Financial Administrator 
336.751.2503  X 2226 
teresa@firstumcmocksville.org 

Lou Wilson 
Director of Music 
336.751.2503  X 2238 
lou@firstumcmocksville.org  
  
Tommy Dunn 
Music/Technology/Office 
336.751.2503  X 2221 
tommy@firstumcmocksville.org 

 
 

Katie Allen 
Director of  
Childcare Ministries 
336.753.1900 
katie@firstumcmocksville.org  
 
 
 

  

The mission of First United Methodist Church is to believe in Jesus Christ as Lord, 
to receive the power of the Holy Spirit, 

and to respond to the needs of others with the love of God the Father. 


